Bang, Bang You’re Dead

Discussion Questions

1. How is the climate of the school in this movie like our school? How is it different?

2. Define stereotype. List the stereotyped groups at our school. How are these groups identified within the school? Why do human beings stereotype others? (Consider both the positive and negative effects of stereotyping.) What factors create the need to pigeonhole a person based on a small piece of information?

3. Most schools have instituted a zero tolerance policy. What does zero tolerance mean at Monacan? Does zero tolerance create more feelings of safety for students and parents? How does the use of metal detectors, school resource officers, lockdown drills, etc. affect the climate of a school, both positively and negatively? How does zero tolerance aid or detract from the goal of honoring diversity? Bullying can take many forms. Create a continuum of bullying behaviors from mild to severe. Please note how males and females employ different bullying techniques.

4. Depression is often the result of anger turned inward. List the factors in Trevor’s life that are contributing to his anger. (Parent discounting, stereotyping, bullying, community reaction) How do Trevor and his new friends process their anger? (Withdrawal, sarcasm, rehearsed violence, acted out violence, suicidal thoughts)

5. Many teens and families operate under a “code of silence,” yet it takes one person to notify the appropriate people if a dangerous situation arises. What is the difference between tattling and telling?

What are the feared responses to tattling? What are the positive outcomes of telling? Do you think you or your classmates would break the code of silence under the following circumstances:

• If you knew a weapon was at school either on the person, in their car or locker?

• If you knew a person was a threat to themselves or suicidal?

• How would you feel if you knew but didn’t tell and the end result was tragic?

6. Why does Trevor not follow through with his suicidal plans? (Please note that statistically boys are more apt to be successful, while girls are more apt to use a suicide attempt as a cry for help.)

7.Val Duncan, the drama teacher, demonstrates the power of one person. What does he see in Trevor that led him to cast Trevor in the role of “Shooter” for the play? Mr. Duncan challenged Trevor with the question, “Why don’t you decide who you are before someone else does?” What does that question imply? What are the barriers or catalysts to self-determination? Why do so many teens struggle to break out of the mold?

8. Everyone needs to connect with others. What about the Trogs appeals to Trevor? How does the new girl at school create a lifeline for Trevor? What elements of independent thinking does she exhibit?

9. Social scientists note that our society has created a culture of victim hood. In what ways does the movie reinforce this concept? Which characters captured our empathy? Why? Who are the victims and how does a person’s viewpoint alter the list of who in the film qualifies for victim status?

10. How do people respond when feeling victimized, fearful and hopeless? Trevor had two paths he could take: Be the “X” or be the perpetrator. What is the “X” Mr. Duncan referred to? How can individuals, families, schools, and communities help cultivate the “X” factor? Which of the paths mentioned above takes more strength of character?

11. Most of the adults in the film appear to be rather inept. What could/should the adults in the school or community have done to provide better role modeling, embrace diversity, and avert tragedy? Consider the role of the principal, school counselor, teachers, and Trevor’s parents.

Reflection Questions:

• Write a real life postscript to the film. What happens to Trevor, the Trogs, the Jocks, and the school personnel?

• Postulate: Would Trevor have acted to stop the Trogs attack on the school had he not seen the consequences of their actions in the play?

• How does Trevor demonstrate the power of one person with the Trogs? In the school? In the community?
